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This Report covers the year ending 31 March 1968. Smaller casual finds, which 
are listed in the Annual Reports of the Museums and Art Gallery, are not included. 
The Report has been compiled by J. F. L. Norwood, Keeper of Antiquities, with the 
assistance of the staff of the Department of Antiquities, and acknowledgement is 
made to them and other contributors and sources as appropriate. 

LEICESTER 
AYLESTONE ROAD. 585027 
The redevelopment of Freemen's Common continued. Two cottages at the comer 
of Aylestone Road and Raw Dykes Road, erected to house the Overseers, were 
demolished. A stone commemorative plaque of 1805 and a centenary slate plaque 
of 1905 were saved from the cottages and are to be re-sited at a suitable opportunity. 

BATH LANE. 58080453 
The old Public Baths, opened in 1879, and used as offices in recent years by S. Russell 
& Sons Ltd., were demolished in December. Excavations by the Museum on the 
site revealed traces of an apsidal Roman building, probably a bath, the walls and 
floor of which had been robbed. Underneath were traces of a building of different 
plan, at least 12 ft. x 25 ft., and below this the beam slots and post holes of a timber 
structure. With this was associated a hearth (perhaps industrial) and quantities of 
bone ash. 

(Records and finds in Leic. Mus.) 
20 CHECKETTS CLOSE, 
A small bronze coin of Constantine I was found by Mr. G . F. Seager. 

GARTREE ROAD. 
Detailed examination of the evidence for the Roman Road leaving Leicester along an 
approximate SE alignment, and usually referred to as the Gartree Road, has taken 
place over the past three seasons (1965-7). 

Extant documentary evidence, including all available air photographs, has been 
consulted. The field work has included field walking during all seasons, excavation 
by transverse sections where necessary, resistivity surveying and preliminary experi
ments using portable ultrasonic apparatus generating sound waves of frequencies up 
to 0.5 MHz. This latter technique, although at an early stage of development for 
archreological applications, appears to show promise in the demonstration of sub
surface structures in a dense matrix. 

The alignment of the road has been accurately plotted from SK 636017 (junction 
of modem Gartree Road and Gaulby Lane, Stoughton) to SP 800930 (Medboume). 
The constructional details have been shown by excavation and resistivity surveys. 
There is now a considerable amount of evidence to suggest that the road alignment 
from SP 742958 (Glooston) to SP 800930 (Medboume) followed a different alignment 
to that usually accepted. 

It is hoped, in the 1968 season, to complete the survey to the SE by extending 
it to the River Welland with the hope that the river crossing can be established. 

On completion, the project in total, including excavational reports and details 
of the scientific investigations will be reported in an appropriate journal. 

J.A,DERRY 
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REDCROSS STREET. 5826o428 
Excavations by the Museum at the lower end of Redcross Street showed that the 
subsoil had been much disturbed down to natural by a series of pits and gullies 
containing Roman pottery. A roughly-built medieval wall may have been part of the 
Castle complex. 

(Records and finds in Leic. Mus.) 

WEST BRl~GE. 58070434 
Excavations by the Museum in Duns Lane immediately west of the railway viaduct 
uncovered: 1. Eight complete and partial skeletons lying east-west, some in pairs. 
Those so far identified are all male; 2. A Roman street surface running north-south. 
This is an important extension of the western boundary of the town; 3. A military
type Roman ditch of different orientation to the street. It contained pottery of 
the second half of the first century A.D. and is further substantial evidence for a 
military station. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

BREEDON-ON-THE-HILL. 406235 
Two upper and two lower stones of rotary querns were found some time ago while 
quarrying within the Iron Age hill fortress. They are now in the possession of Mr. 
Shields, of Breedon-on-the-Hill. 

D. REANEY 

BURROUGH HILL. SK 76rr19 
A 50 ft. square was opened in the northern portion of the hill fort, in an area in 
which the presence of pits had been suggested by a proton magnetometer survey, 
conducted in 1960 by Dr. M. Aitken of the University of Oxford. The aim was to 
examine as many pits as possible in order to recover arch::eological material which 
would shed light upon the cultural affinities of the inhabitants of the fort, and on 
dating. 

Twelve pits of various diameters and depths were discovered. Some contained 
little, but several held useful deposits of pottery and animal bones. The pottery 
included: sherds of hand made "Trent AB" type, sometimes with scoring on its 
surface, which evidence from other East Midland sites suggests may range in date 
from the 2nd century B.c. to the mid-1st century A.D.; one pit contained a quantity 
of wheel-made pottery of Belgic type of the period just prior to the Roman conquest; 
others contained pieces of Roman pottery. The topsoil produced a large number 
of Roman sherds also, which appear to range throughout the Roman period; this is 
supported by the discovery of 3rd- and 4th-century Roman coins. The general 
impression was of occupation over a long period of time. 

A preliminary study of the substantial quantity of animal bones found shows 
that pig, cow, sheep and horse are represented, and a detailed technical study will 
help to throw light on agricultural practice. 

Further excavation is planned to elucidate the history of the defences and to 
find our more about the nature of the occupation in the fort's interior. 

A. E. BROWN and D. D. A. SIMPSON 

BUCKMINSTER. 882220 
A rescue excavation was carried out by the Grantham Arch::eological Society on the 
site of a possible monastic grange, threatened by ironstone quarrying. Foundations 
of three stone-built buildings were uncovered: 7 ft. x 8 ft., 30 ft. x 15 ft. and 9 ft. x 
15 ft., together with a number of walls, a well and areas of cobbling. Sherds of 
12th-15th-century pottery and some iron nails were recovered. 

(Notes in Leic. Mus.) 
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CAVES INN (Tripontium). SP 57 535795 
The Rugby Archaeological Society has been excavating this site continuously in 
advance of gravel digging since 1962. The settlement was split in two by the Watling 
Street, and the eastern part, which is now probably totally destroyed, was investi
gated before 1964 and will be fully reported in the Birmingham Archteological Society 
Proceedings. Excavation has been carried on west of the A5 road since 1964 in 
limited areas, but in 1967, when the whole area became available, it was stripped 
mechanically to the Roman levels, revealing ditches for drainage and enclosure, 
foundations of timber buildings, cobbled areas, hearths, rubbish pits and two. addi
tional stone-lined wells, making, so far, seven for the settlement. One of these latest 
wells has been completely dismantled to its total depth of 40 ft., and yielded eight 
interesting wooden beams in the construction of its lowest part. All the beams, which 
are in excellent state of preservation and about 5 ft. long, are re-used timbers with 
joints from the previous use. An attempt is being made to preserve them. This well, 
like all the others, was filled in during the late-4th century A.D. or after. 

Near the highest part of the site there was a late-4th century single ditch, 
enclosing an area cut in two by the road. A length of about 500 ft. of the ro ft. deep 
ditch has been traced, indicating a rectangular enclosure. 

The earliest finds on the site date to about 50 A.D. and there is nothing to indicate 
post-Roman occupation other than the modern Cave's Inn Farm group of buildings. 

The only stone building found on the site is not threatened by gravel working 
and will be the subject of a careful excavation by the Society in the near future. Some 
work has already been done on this building which may be the Mansio. It is a typical 
corridor building, with hypocaust and bath unit. The painted wall plaster is of a 
high quality, but the most unusual feature is the large amount of graffitti. The build
ing was roofed with tegula which must all be washed and examined carefully. One 
has an alphabet, another has a complicated inscription (Jour. Roman Studies, L VI 
(1966), 223) and others have drawings, all cut into the clay before firing. 

J. LUCAS 
CROXTON KERRIAL. 850302 
3rd-4th-century Romano-British pottery and four mid-4th-century coins were found 
at Blackwell Lodge. 

GARENDON ABBEY. 502198 
Excavations by the Loughborough & District Archaeological Society under the direc
tion of Mr. B. C. J. Williams, on the east side of Garendon Hall, demolished in May 
1964, located three sides of a long rectangular building. The alignment is north
south: the overall width was 40 ft. 6 in. (internal width 30 ft.); the length is 
in excess of 82 ft. (the north wall remains to be found), and a resistivity survey 
suggests that the east wall continues northwards for a least another 30 ft. 

The wall foundations throughout consisted of rough forest stone set in rich red 
puddled clay with traces of lime mortar. They lay at an average depth of 14 in., and 
were covered by a mixture of pebble, forest stone rubble, and, just below turf level, 
18th-century pottery sherds and evidence of army ni~sen huts from the last war. The 
west wall averaged 6 ft. in width; possibly two more walls abutting on to it appeared 
to run west. At the south-west corner, a west-running wall appears integral to the 
main structure. The south wall was 6 ft. thick, and the east wall averaged 5 ft. to 
5 ft. 6 in. thick. The east wall also had two possible walls running east from it. In 
just a few places, and set some 6 in. from the inner and outer faces of the founda
tion, were ·small groups of forest stone blocks which were all that survive of the 
superstructure. 

Comparison with plan of the mother house of Waverley Abbey suggests that 
this structure was the undercroft and dorter range of the monks. If so, and if the 
plan is not much different from Waverley (the Cistercian Abbey of Garendon was 
founded in II33, only five years after Waverley Abbey), the proportions and actual 
size are very close indeed. Moreover, the western portions of the Abbey would run 
under the Hall, making the stone cellars noted in the Hall fall into the right position 
for having been the Abbey storage cellars usually built beneath the lay brethren's 
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dorter and parlour range. The general level of the ground would support this, 
inasmuch as the site lies on a distinctly level table of land that would nicely accommo
date the Abbey and its main buildings. 

Small finds from the excavation consisted of pottery (small green glazed sherds 
mainly), a little bone, charcoal, iron (mostly nail fragments), lead fragments (mostly 
window leading), fragments of small glass panes, some Swithland single-hole type 
roofing slates, and fragments of mediaeval floor tiles. 

For a full interim report, from which this account was abstracted, see Bulletin, 
Loughborough and District Archaological Society, 8 (1965), 3-14. Further excava
tions (1967-68) were continued on the site of the Cistercian Abbey, the eastern apse 
of the Chapter House was revealed with mid 14th-century floor tiles. A floor below 
was paved with tiles of 13th-century date. 

Corrigendum to note on Garendon Hall in Transactions XLI (1965-6), 69. 
Squire de Lisle writes, "The date 1836 should be 1863. Part of this house was on 
the monastic site, and one or two pieces of walls were made up from stones or from 
remnants of these Abbey walls. The Rutlands and Buckinghams no doubt used part 
of the Abbey buildings as an occasional residence, and Sir Anthony Phillips may 
also have done the same. His grandson, who was Squire from 1730-1737, designed 
a new front for Garendon in the Palladian style, and his brother executed the work 
in 1745. The Mansard roof (fourth storey) was added in 1862." Photographs of 
this roof remain in the library at Gracedieu Park where Squire de Lisle now lives. 

GLENFIELD 
A small bronze coin of Valentinian I was found at 35 Tysoe Hill by Mr. H. Davies. 

GLEN PARVA. 577981 
Excavations by the Leicestershire Archreological Excavation Group continued on 
this early-medieval moated site. 

K.CLARKE 

IDGH CROSS. SP 473887 
A test excavation was carried out on the NE fringe of Field 4368 adjoining Watling 
Street and the junction with Fosse Way (modern roads), an area 1,400 ft. in length 
and approximately 100 ft. in width. 62 test-holes at 50 ft. intervals were dug in two 
lines 25 ft. apart. 

Slight evidence was found of Iron-Age occupation in test-hole 51. This was 
represented by a small gully containing scraps of hand-made pottery and part of a 
?loom weight. 

Widespread evidence of continuous Romano-British occupation from the rst to 
the 4th-century A.D. was found over the whole area examined. A limit to the occupa
tion was provided at the SE end of the excavation (test-holes 56, 57 and 72), and on 
the SW side. at the NW end (test-holes 25-29). No trace of stone structures were 
found but post-holes, gullies, ditches, sumps and occupation levels suggesting hutted 
settlement alongside Watling Street was evident. 

A cutting (A) was dug across the line of Fosse Way and a drawn section of the 
road and associated underlying levels obtained. The cutting was extended NW-wards 
to examine part of the angle of the junction of Fosse Way and Watling Street. The 
cutting showed the road to be composed of small to large glacial stones and to be 
20 ft. in width and of an average depth of I ft. Several large post-holes of late date 
had been inserted into the road surface. 3rd- and 4th-century coins were found 
embedded in and on the surface of the road. A 3rd-century date is suggested for 
the road construction. Underlying the road were silt levels which ran throughout 
the cutting and overlaid a primary surface of compact pebbling laid on the original 
ground surface. The pebbled level was sealed by the road and extended to the NW 
where it was penetrated by contemporary and later post-holes, slots, gullies and 
ditches. A Flavian date is suggested for the pebbled level with occupation continuing 
throughout the 2nd century. Whether or not the pebbled level beneath the road 
represents the Fosse Way at its earliest phase could not be proved. 

For report on the excavations in I955 vid. Transactions XL (1964-5), 3-41. 
Interim report by E. GREENFIELD. 
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KIBWORTH HARCOURT. 678949 
A windmill mound was investigated by Mr. F. B. Aggas who cut a trial trench across 
the ditch and edge of the mound. Finds included a r3th-century storage jar, frag
ments of millstone, a carved bone tool and a small whetstone. 

KIBWORTH HARCOURT. 679950 
The attention of Mr. F. B. Aggas was drawn to a ploughed field producing large 
pebbles, Romano-British sherds and tile fragments. Excavation of an area r6 ft. x 
30 ft. revealed an area of pebbles in a right-angle formation enclosing dark soil with 
much Romano-British pottery, bone and roof and flue-tile fragments. A ditch 
underlying part of the pebbled area contained samian sherds and a large part of a 
cooking pot. Other finds included a bronze coin of Constantine I, fragments of 
quems and millstone. No definite building foundations were found. Further investi
gation and a derailed report are planned. 

LONG WHATTON (no exact location) 
An emergency excavation was carried out by the Shepshed Arch::eological Society in 
1964, at a Roman site lying between Piper and Oakley \Voods, occasioned by road 
works for the new Mr motorway. A Roman road was located, together with much 
pottery and small finds. Information from Bull. Loughborough and District Arch. 
Soc., 7, (1964), 49-50. 

J. MAY 

MISTERTON. 563836 
An enclosure of probably Iron Age or Romano-British date was located from the air. 

J. PICKERING 

NEWTON HARCOURT. c. 640970 
An antoninianus of ?Tetricus I was found in his garden by Mr. E. Martin. 

OSBASTON. 423044 
Osbaston Hall, built in 1750 and home of the Cope family since 1827, was sold in 
May. Restoration has been begun by the new owners. 

PECKLETON. 435000 
A large single ditch enclosure of some two acres in size was located from the air 
near Kirkby Mallory. 

J. PICKERING 

SAPCOTE. 487935 
Excavation on the medieval moated site continued by the Leicestershire Arch::e
ological Excavation Group. A section of the moat and a hearth were dug. 

SHARNFORD. c. 480918 
A fragment ot' a Roman mortarium and sherds of early-medieval pottery were found 
by Mr. C. R. Lees of 7 High Lees. 

THURMASTON. 6roo94 
The site of a demolished r4th-century cottage next to the parish church was investi
gated by children from Roundhill Secondary School. 

(Finds in the School) 

WESTRILL AND STARMORE. 593806 
An enclosure of probably Iron Age or Romano-British date, was located from the air; 

J. PICKERING 
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WHATBOROUGH 
This DMV, centred on SK 771059 (not 767060, as given by Hurst and Beresford in 
T.L .A.S. XXXIX), was depopulated in 1494-5. 

A survey in 1586 showed only a shepherd's cottage then standing at the 
northern end. 

On the RAF aerial photograph of the area the boundary bank and some of the 
internal features appear, but there is little detail. 

In July 1967 a low-level aerial survey was carried out, using a camera mounted 
on a radio-controlled model aeroplane, the intention being to define more accurately 
the area of occupation prior to ploughing of the adjacent land. 

Forty-eight photographs were accurately located by placing visible markers on a 
survey grid, and examination of these revealed sufficient detail to give a clear picture 
of the internal layout of the village. 

After ploughing, a small collection of pottery was made from the area immedi
ately adjacent to the DMV. This included body sherds and rims in both shelly and 
fine sandy fabrics, some of the latter being apparently twelfth-century types (cf. 
Kenyon, 'Jewry Wall, Fig. 60, p. 227). 

F. C. CLARKE. 


